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BLAZE DF COLOR I
CLOTHES PARIS

Capital of France Once More Is
Gay, With All Tints of

Rainbow.

ALL IN HONOR OF "POILU"

Christmas Day Will Be Devoted
to Glorification of Soldiers

in Trenches.

(Special Cable to The Tim-*-Dispatch.J
''AHIS, ruber lS._For the first

time; since the beginning of the war.
I aris Is ablaze with colors. A few «lays
"KO woke tip to find that this sober
city had dressed itself in all the tints
of the rain how. On thousands of walls,
cray arid empty the night before: on

hundreds of kiosks alow? the boule¬
vard. on billboards and In show win¬
dows. on the sides of the delivers
waeons of the b|L- department stores
"d otl street cars and busses, your

eyes now meet multicolored posters,
deigned by the neatest artists of
T rance, which iel! you that Christma-
nnd Hoxint' Day this year are to be
the "Journess du poilu" (our soldiers-
days >.

U e have had no end of "days" here
In I'arls since the war started Eng¬
land. Russia. Italy, as well as martyred
Helglurn and Serbia, have all had their
days, on which It was nr., ..fo to be
found walking about without their na¬
tional colors on the lapel of vour coat
llut the .lay Of the "poilu." the savior
of I ranee, will naturally surpass them
a 11.
|'"sti:iis «\hi-: w oirriM

«>!.. IIIM'm IN SAI.OV
All the walls of I'aris have raised

tfielr voices and are slniring the praises
of 1-ranee's glorious soldiers. The
post' rs themseivos are worthv of be-
ng exhibited at the Salon, and the
language they speak appeals to all.
As you walk along the Houl-vard d-s

Italics from the 1'Jace de 1'Opera vour
eye lirst meets a wonderful poster I.-.
. omtM. A French "poilu" Is standing
J'nder a tree looking at a comrade who
IS examining a box he has just receive,1
containing the coveted mllitaty nodal
. it the I,a¦¦kground is a wall struck
and marked by shells, on which vou
"ad the immortal words >.( .Jambetfi
It. the Franco-Prussian War .f 1-711.7;'
"With you and through you w .. swear
to sa\e France."
Another poster, by Maur ice .Yeumont.

1« PJ . . r:ts a t'lant soldier motrnting the
hills of Champagne to throw the bombs
of vengeance across the barbed wire
entanglements into u,c Derma n
trenches. Kxploding bombs are falling

'' h al 1st <11. es all around him. but
nothing stops him. With his h« ad
proudly erect, his face transfigured bv
.-acred passion, with his strong arni
and sure aim. he will fiKju th(J
black eagle of Prussia collapses at his
feet, its wings broken forever. It is
a tragic, superb and Imposing poster,
a proud challenge 111 colors handled bv
a master artist.

A little farther on and vou see "The
Old .Mother." by Leartdre. Sitting in a

the fireplace, she has lee,,
reading a letter from her son. the

¦! She is dreaming now the
hands that hold the letter have dropped
into her lap. and in the smoke thai
<"i,Is into the chiinnev you see her
dream.troopers and infantry are rush¬
ing forward guided by the Tricolor
and led or, by the blasts of the bugles
sounding the "Marseillaise."
rovri;i< is im:\oti:i> to

WIVKS AMI SH'RKTIIK.tItTS
The next poster is devoted to the

wives or the sweethearts of the men
lighting in the trenches.a glorification
of Jenny, the working woman, or Mlml
1'inson. the little midlnette. who has
spent countless nights bent over her
sewing machine, making shirts for her
soldier. To-day she expects him. He
enters, and she upsets her rush-seated

Iter joy aS «;},«. throws her
arms around his neck, while his little
dog. his faithful companion in the
trenches, wags its tail Joyfully. The
poster is masterpiece, worthy of
Willotte, i!s designer, who has put into
it all the roguery of his spirit, all the
tenderness Df his heart.
Many of the posters have been drawn

11, the trenches * under fire by artists
serving Franco, some of whom have
fallen. Some posters have been r e-
dtreed In size, and will be sold in the
streets ns postal cards. Signed proofs
will be wot, as prizes it, the great
tombola.
"Our soldiers* day" will be celebrated

not only in Pari:, but all over France,
and the net profits will be distributed
among regimental commanders to l,e
g^en to poor soldiers when they start
home on their four days* leave.

SALARIES FOR ROYALTY
When < lilncNe Monarchy In ltc-l-:«trilt-

llNhcd. i:iu,ier«»r Will Iteeelve
9fa,<M)(> Annually.

PKKIXG, December IS..After the re-
establishment of the monarehv, Chinese
Km poors will receive $12,000 gold as
an annual allowance granted because
01 their rank. This decision has Just
been reached by the government, and a
mandate setting it forth Is to be issued
in a few days.
Princes will each reeeivj $S.OOO gold

annually. The al't.wance for a duke
will he J I.soo. Marquises of the first
second and third classes will receive
$-1,000, $.{,200, $2,-100, respectively. The
allowance to a fl-st-elass earl will be
$2,100. An earl of the second class will
receive $l,.r>00, and one of the third
will be paid only $1,200. and so on
through the lower ranks.I
Vuan Shi Kai has issued a mandate

addressing n,e sou of the murdered
Admiral Tseng ,Iu Cheng as marquis
and has ordered tho young man to re¬

port to Peking for service on tho body¬
guard.

NO DISLOYALTY
Only Unc Attempt l»> Violence In

I'ritncc to Stop Mobilization
or Wiir.

I*AHIS, December IS.. In the sixteen
months since France went to war. It in
declared that there has been only one

case of an attempt made by violence to
interfere with the concentration of the
army ami the prosecution of the war.

'1 hiti fact is being pointed out in justifi¬
cation of the action which Minister of
the interior Malvy took |n resisting
'ingestions that all revolutionary lead¬
ers, anarchists ami persons suspected
of disloyalty to the republic be ar¬
rested on the eve of the Issuing of the
general mobilization order.
The nam. * of 5,000 of these suspe.-ts

were, previous to the war. inscribed in
uii.it was known as "Notebook B." u
had been the government's plj,.. ,,j ,av,.
of mobilization, to have ail these peo¬
ple confined. at bast while the niobill-
seat ion was going on. but .Minister
. alvy on whom the responsihilitv de¬
volved found himself between' two
Ires. The .Socialist leaders implored

I him not to take action, declaring it
would only inflame turbulent . lem«nts
,'n other hand, the police and cau¬
tious members of the Cabinet en-
dea\oted to impress upon him the
gravity of the responsibility he would

having at liberty persons
,,:"1 ."'i'xted that in case of war

Jh«-.V Would prevent the mobilization of
tlio iil'/uy hy viuloiic'c.

.lean .laures. the leader of the So¬
cialist party, who was 'to fall un.ln

"""."¦"'n'l. hand the very night the
mobilization order was Issued and
»»ustav iferve, who had been one of
the most violent antinnlitarist leader-
assured M. Malvy that the Socialists
and the members of the Labor federa¬
tion would show themselves as loyal
as any other category of French citi¬
zens, and that it would be a crime to
issue orders for the arrest of the men
whose names were inscribed in -Vole-
book B."

t:pon their advice. Minister Malvv
decided to take the chances, and it i"«
now pointed out that the result:! have

J"'oof enough that fears were
groundless. In on, ,,,,, whi,h
; " tterni»t was made to interfere with
the eoncentranon of the troops, details
of Which are lacking, it |« pointed out
hat members of the Socialist partv
themselves detected the attempt and
punished it so brutally that it was not
repeated.

1

SCANDINAVIAN COAL
Vor?., Surden ,lrn.|nK ,.

l-.norinoiiN Field* nt Spit,|,rPK,n.
Which Are Intnet.

!l, olnI,ST!ANIA' Dece,nbtr If.The dif-
'A' coal England

. nd Germany have attracted the Sean.

! '""avian countries to Spitsbergen1
where enormous coal fields are still
intact. The Spltzbergen coal Is of the
hard variety, and steamers In North
Norwegian waters are very eager to

nVr "i. U .ha'S' however. l»een rather
difficult to keep the mines going.the
.lunate is so disagreeable there that1

I miners and laborers do not care to stav
Navigation is only possible a couple of
months after midsummer. American
business men. represented through the

j Arctic Coal Company, hold the largest
jco.il claims at Spltzbergen. on the south
and east sble of Advent Ha v. About
.-.0.0)0 tons Of coal were mined there
last summer, half of which has gone
to Norwegian consumers.
This company, through its director

J Scott 1 timer, is negotiating with Nor¬
wegian business men who want to buy
the American claims and mines.

Besides this American company. Nor-'
wegin n. British and Swedish stock
companies aro holding coal claims at
Spitsbergen. A great Russian concern!
has an option on some Norwegian
claims located at Green Harbor and is
going to work them in order to have
eoat to supply the new Russian rail¬
way running from J'etrograd to Kola
Bay. The other Norwegian and Swed-

i Ish coal companies are not willing to
sell as long as prices on the European!

j markets are maintained at their pres-j
lent high rate and with no prospect of
l dropping much the tlrst few years after!
the close of the war.

GIVES TWO SONS
KngllNli I.ord. Chnrneterlr.ed nn "\ext

Thing to Trnltor," I.onrn notli
Heirs In Ilnttlc.

LONDON, December IS..Lord Rib-'
blesdale, whose attack on the British
army staff In the House of Lords caused
him to be called the next thing to a

traitor.by Lord Derby, has given two!
jsons and a son-in-law to his country
besides being a brother-in-law of the
Premier and head of one of the oh!
county families of Yorkshire. One son
was killed in Somallland ten years ago.
and the other sons and the son-in-law
met their deaths fighting in France
during the .past year.

In defense of Lord RlbhJesdale. his
friends say he betrayed no military
secrets, as criticisms of the manage¬
ment of the war are outspoken in ICng-
land, and common rumor had it that!

j General Monro was in favor of aban¬
doning the Dardanelles. Resides, it is
{declared, if the lord's speech was'
deemed harmful to the military Inter¬

ests of the country, it could have been
easily stopped by the censorship, j
which had only to notify the press.

RAISES SMALL ARMY
llnndful of Men on Mnrch in Atintralln

(irons to Company of 2<i:t Men
for Front.

SVDNKV. AUSTRALIA, December 18.

|.The "snowball army" which Captain!
Hltchen, of the Oilgandra Rifle Club, .'
started with a handful of men who!
set out from GUgantlra on October 10 j
for a 320-mile march to Sydney to en¬

list, attracted to Itself so many other
patriots on the. way that It entered
Sydney with a total of 2«s men, who
have been accepted for service. The
enthusiastic reception which the little
army received at Its various stopping
places and on its arrival hero made one
of tho most picturesque local episodes
of the war.

Out of Limelight. Toil on Tasks
. Unsuitable for Them, Except

for Desire to Help.

WORK I N MUNITION PLANTS

Supply of Female Labor Is Mag¬
nificent in Volume and Thor¬

oughly Efficient.

in w. t. m \ssi-:v.
1.ON IJON*. I >ecember 1V.A \v;ii niuni-

tion factory is the most inspiring sight!
in Itritain. In times of the greatest
trade prosperity machinery never run
so fast >»r so well: willing labor nfcverV
silapU'il itself so admirably to the nee<ls
c»r tins moment. Patriotism is the »»iJ
which makes t >i«. machinery run
smoothly, anil there is less thought of
personal gain in getting a record out¬
put than when manufacturers lia<l only
private interests to consider.
A tour of some of the bin centers of

activity tells the part of women in the
..v;tr "ven more plainly t'»iiii the devo¬
tion of nursing sisters, who give their

(services to winning back to health the
wounded or -:<¦ li man from the lighting
line, tjuite out of th«» limelight there
are many scores of thousands of women
toiling night ami day on tasks for
which their lives would be quit*- tin-
suited, Put for an unquenchable desire
to do something for their country.
They had to litf.shown how their work
could be utilized, but when once the
call reaehe.1 tin in a ready and unfail¬
ing response was Riven.

In the are;is under the control of the
Ministry of Munitions there is to-day a

supply (>f female labor magnificent in
volume ami thoroughly efficient. Who.
could have dreamed before the war tl at
factories turning out high-explosi ve
shells would be managed solely by
women without the slightest experi-j
ence of fast-running. heavy machinery'.'.
Men in the trade laughed at the idea.'

One great captain of industry, whose,
establishment is now turning out tens,
of thousands of shells per week, told;
ine a day or two ago that he instructed!
the manager of one of his branches to
get it running with female labor to
make righteen-pounder high-explos' ve
shells. The manager replied that it,
could not be done, but the principal was

insistent, and in a day the depart-
'mental head, who had years of experi-.
i.-ni e as an organizer, confessed his mis-,
take. Me had given women a few!
hours' instruction, and the trial wasj
sufficient to show him that, though
work would be slow at first, it was,

honestly <lone. and would progress.
womkn it KNnr.it i n«; a in

OK I'llICKt-KSS VAMK
I can only speak of what I have

seen and have been told iti Binning-
ham, I.eeds, Xewcastle and t*lasgow,
but if only half of what I saw and
heard was true, British women aie ren¬

dering aid of priceless value in this
hour of stress, ami without their help
the force British troops will be able to

apply in the near future would lack
sustained power.

1'ractically every foreman told the
same story of well-applied energy,
willingness, a readiness to do any work
placed before them, punctuality and
the keeping of a full hours' day of
the women workers. Wherever women
are employed, it lias been found that
the output is consistently increasing,
and there is not the slightest sign that
enthusiasm is abating. Indeed, it
grows, and the spirit of emulation is
so pronounced that the prizes offered
for record outputs in various opera¬
tions a re continually being won.

1 can give an idea of what women
are doing by describing, quite briefly,
my visit to a factory turning out many
thousands of high-explosive shells each
week. It is in Scotland, and the
patriotism of the Scot has sent into
these works numbers of women who,
but for the war, would have been lead-
ing Idle lives. The example of their
men folk has stirred them into action,
and they have Joined witA their sisters j
less fortunately planed in the social
scale to do their best for their country.
The factory is not new. but it is not

uncomfortable. There is plenty of
fresh air. and, as fast as circumstances
pet mil, room has been located fur re-
freshtnents during the total of two
hour* out of each twelve when time
is given up to meals.
On several floors there are machines

running at high speeds tended cxclu-I
sively by women in khaki aprons and
khaki caps. 1 talked to t.venty or

thirty of them, and in every case the 1
worker was quite content with wages
and general conditions, and her only
desire seemed to l»e to turn out more
shells.
tihim; at i-'IIist, hi t woiik

is so vkiiy i\Ti:iti:sTi\i; j
Once, when a girl was asked if she

found a twelve-hours' day rather long,
she replied:

"It was tiring at first, but the work
is so very interesting. No, it was not
dillicult to learn how to do it. A
thoroughly practical man showed me
what I had to do. and in three hours
I grasped how the work should lie done.
That was ton weeks ago, and 1 have jbeen at tho machine every day since,
for the full period of twelve hours, less
meal times. It is such a relief to be j
able to do something for Britain."
"Were you used to this class of work

before you entered this place'."'
"Oh. no. 1 had never done any work

before. 1 am the daughter of the chief
constable of."
Near her is the wife of a sergeant

in a famous corps of horse. She is
well endowed with this world's goods,
and has no need to work, but she says
she could not stay at home while her
husband is lighting. I ask her if she
likes the work.In her case it entails
a good deal of manual labor.and she
replies:

"I simply love It, and nothing would
keep me at home. See what this
means . . .." She waves her hand at
a pyramid of shells, into which she
has cut screws, as If her work means
giving strength and support to her

(Continued on Seventh Page.)

Women of Britain Play Worthy Part

PHOTO
FILM
©. INTERNATIonAL. | IH- i-l II

Three Fnnlishwunion working hi the jirejit new munition factories, and Dnvid Lloyd Cieorjie. Minister orMunitions, who is principally responsible for tin? vast expansion of Itfiti»li war manufacturing rapacity.

FRENCH LORRAINE VAST
RESTING PLAGE OE DEAD

Graves, Marked l»y Lines of Crude
Wooden Crosses, Lie Kvcry-

where.

XUMHKK COXTIXUAI.LV GKOWS

Evidence of Those Who Have Visited
Hat tie l-'lelds Teiuls to Helief That
Estimate of Three Germans to One
Frenchmun Is Xot Exaggeration.

I 'OXT -A -MOUSSOX, KHA.VCE, l>e-
ceinoe.' is..French Lorraine is the
prea'es*. cemetery in tin* world. Col¬
onies c' dead, marked l>y lines of
crude wooden crosses, lie everywhere
under icwly-formcd sod at the edges
of woods and thickets and in ravines:
.Germ.ins and Flinch. The shifting
of battle scenes may be traced by fol-i
lowing them'. Thev are thickest there
where was foiiirht the great battle for1
Xafi.:v that began with the retreat of
the French from ?.forhange and reach-:
r-d it« climax during tho Rattle of the
Mani-. The nutnb«r has been contin-juully swelled since in tho fourteen
months" struggle in the Woevre anil
the Vosges.
Saint Genevieve, Kssey, tho Amances,!

the 'loichtR of i'u.ttos, Velaine. Ger-
bevillers of the Grand Couronne do1
Nancy, Etain, the Kparges, the Hois
Itrule, the Hois Apremont. the Hois
Saint Mansuv and tin- Hois l.e I'retre.
in the Woevre, arc so many ceme¬
teries. rearly all or' them with crosses
bearing names already illustrious.
Lionel Rleux, the poet, lies at Kssey;
Paul \ ta 1, who received a bullet in his
heart, in the Saint Mansuy woods.
Among the French buried at Gerhevil-
lers is Jean Martin, one of the most
promising pupils n« the French Art
School at Home; he fell with the he-
roic handful of masseurs that held
the Mortagne tlvre aeainst -l.nftii <;er-l
mans Murine: the eleven hours. Mar-
cell iVouet is among those who lie
at the summit of tho Samogneux hill.
The dead lie thickest perhaps at the!

Loisy (iap. After the Hermans had
captured Notnetiy and Pont-a-Mous-
son. they sent a regiment to force this
passive between two heights, held by
a single company of French infantry.
That gap became the tomb of the en-
tire regiment. The cemetery of St.
Genevieve is not «o dense, but far more,extended than tii.it of the I.oisy (inp.
The Germans, forced l.y tlie resistance'
of tlie company of infantry at I.olsy
to try to a think Movement around the
heiirhts of Saint Genevieve, obtained!
a sueiiss before the iieights of Cuittes,
where French crosses predominate. It
was then, thinking he saw the route
opening up for hi.; troops, the Ktnper- j
or of .Germany issued his famous or¬
der «> f the day: ' To-morrow in Nan-'
cy." Saint Genevieve was still be-
tween llis Majesty's troops and tlie'
l.orratne capital; it is to-day the cem-;
etery of most of tliem. The French, j
too. fell in such numbers there as to
disquiet the ofllcers, who called the)
attention of C'omm unlant M to tin-
losses.
ItF.Ut ll< US OK IIGIt FltOM <;!.: V Kit A I.

.ro ivdicio a (ihm.i:
"No matter," replied the command-'

ant, * we won't give an Inch." It re-i
quired an order frem the general to jimlu.'c him to take up a stronger posi-
tion a little in tie? rear.
During tho attacks upon the Plateau!

of Alliance, captured on the 7th and te-|
taken by General Dubail on tlie SJh,
Emperor William is said to have ob-jserved the action front the edge of ttie!
.\.orel Woods, Ixhind which were eoti-l
cealed the 10,1(10 horsemen of the Print-'
sian Guard.his escort into Nancy. I
Velaimi fell and Ulilano and Havarian!
infantry surged into tlie passage be-,
tween the two heights of Amance. "If,
we can hold out the day, it will be a]miracle," said the French general In'
command. The threc-inchers Increased jtheir lire to the maximum speed Just
then and mowed those Cltlans and Ha-jvariant* down before they could debouch
from the defile; they lie there to-day]in serried ranks, over which a weedy j
sod has formed. The 10,000 cavalry of

(Continued on Seventh Pago.)

PEACE DESIRE GROWING
AMONG GERMAN MASSES

Sermons Which f5o Unpunished in
IJerlin Reunified as Sig-

nifieant Sign.

STIi.VXtJK I'llMACIIKK AltlSICS

Tells Unfashionable ( oiiKri'pition
That Only Salvation Is to wive
l"p Kvil Ambit ions and to Trample
I'jkui I'riile.

[Special Cable to Tim Times-Dispatch.]
LtKKblN*. December IS..A strange

preacher has arisen in the most un¬
fashionable part of Iterlin. The press
is silent about this now evangelist, for
tlie sermons he preaches wonM look
like lese majeste if reproduced in cold
type.
Seated on a hard bench in a small,

poor church situated in a mean street
in tlie meanest part of Moahit. a quar¬
ter of Berlin where no one but work-
i 11 people live, f listened last Sunday
to a sermon, the like of which 1 would
have sworn it would have been im¬
possible to hear in the Kaiser's cap¬
ital.

In the pulpit stood a lean, nscetic-
looking matt in the black ifown and
white collar of the Laitheran minister.
His tliin face, pale as wax, was like
that of a corpse, but from his eyes
shone a strange liVe. It was the face
of a man who feared no worldly au¬
thority, a man who hail evidently
sprung from the working classes a
man who was ready.nay. willing.to
become a martyr any moment rather
than stop the llood of inspired words
that Mowed across his lips.

In hi> sermon that day he reminded
his conurcgation that the greatest re¬
ligious festival of the year was ap-
proa citing, the festival with a message
of peace on earth and good will toward
all men: a message which this year,
like last, would fall on deaf ears
throughout the entire Christian world.
"And why?" he said. "We have read

in the N'ew Testament bow the evil
one tempted our Savior, leading Mini
to the top of a great mountain and
shoviim 111 til all the riches of the world,
and we know what was the answer of
Christ: 'Apatre Sat anas' ("(Set thee he-
himl Me. Satan').

"bast year," he went on, "the devil
led a great worldly ruler up upon the
top ef the same mountain and showed
him the same maenitieent sight, and
that great ruler, who believes himself
to hold his power by the grace of ('Sod,
and whose instrument on earth he de¬
clares himself to be that gieat ruler
succumbed to the temptation, with the'
result that since then Satan has been
the ruler of the world."
"Our only salvation is through atone-!

metit." the speaker concluded. "We
must nive up our evil ambitions, tram¬
ple upon our pride and humble our¬
selves, or the I,ord will surely puntsli
vis."
That sermons of this kind, the spirit:

of which must be well known to the
authorities, should be permitted to tro
unpunished in Iterlin is a most signifi¬
cant sign. it is a link in a chain of
symptoms which testify of the growing
desire for peace among the masses of
the (.erinaii people, and the preacher is
undoubtedly permitted to preach as lie
does because his words reach only a

very limited circle of people without;
any influence and because an attempt;
to silence this preacher would give him!
.i most desirable publicity.

DANES ARE IN WAR
HnndreilM Reported li> lie I'lKlitlnu'

With llrltl«li Troon* In
(>iilll|tol(,

I.OXDO V, December IS..Hundreds of
Danes are fighting with the Itritish
troops In (Sallipoli, according to Cap¬
tain Percy Hansen, a ltriton of Danish
parentage, who lias Just received the
Victoria Cross for his bravery and en¬
terprise under tiro. These Danes emi¬
grated to Australia and New Zealand.!
A large number of Danes in Nngland
also have enlisted In the Itritish army.)

CZAR TWICE UNDER FIRE
WHEN HE VISITS FRONT

Takes Precautions Usually Kvcirlsed
l»y Inspection Ollicers in (joint;

Through Trenches.

APPKAKAXCU CAl'SKS SL'KI'IIISK

Soldiers Refuse to Helieve He Is
Huler.Many Refugees Freeze to
Deatli on Passenger Trains Wliiclt
Have No Ileal.

[.Special Cable to Tin- Times-Dispatch.]
1'KTIWliUAU, December IS..The

Czar was recently under tire on the
two occasions l>e visited divisional
headquarters within range of the tier-
mans' bin mins. Once he lunched with
a divisional start", one of whose ollicers
had been killed two days before outside
the house where the lunch took place

(in a third occasion the monarch
went into the advanced trenches while
considerable musketry fire was going
on. The only precautions were those
usually taken by a statT or inspection
ollicer when his work calls hint to the
t renchcs.
The Czar refused to lake with him

any member of his staff, and was ac¬
companied by a divisional staff captain
only, lie stayed a quarter of an hour,
partly in an uncovered trench and
partly in a dugout, over which nu¬
merous shells exploded.
The sovereign's appearance in the

.trenches caused surprise and incredul¬
ity. The soldiers refused to believe
that the visitor was the Czar, and com¬
mented on the fact thai he wore a pri¬
vate soldier's overcoat without decora¬
tions at all.
maw iiki'i i>ik

ON I'ASSIOMiKIt Tlt.A IXS
The Czar spoke to a veteran from

Orel Province and asked how many
tights he had seen. "Seven," was the
answer. The soldier had fought at
Port Arthur, and in the present war
took part in the battles of Lodz and
(Sorlie-Tarnov. "How many children
have you?" asked the Czar. "Seven,
captain," said the soldier, refusing to
believe that it. was the Czar. "And
how many wounds?" Seven was* the
reply.
"Then you must have seven heads,"

said the Czar. A Russian proverb says
that a sergeant has seven heads, and
the Czar promoted the veteran to ser¬
geant's rank.

Very sad stories are reaching the
capital of the sufferings of the refugees
in many parts of Russia. Thousands >>f
refuge trains are being dispatched in¬
land. where the bite of the winter
weather is deep, owing to the haste
with which many of these trains have
to he sent off. there is a great dearth
of healing stoves in the cars, and many
travelers are being f ro:*.en to .bath.
The children are said to be i*. chief
sufferers, and almost dally some of Ihe
poor little mites are found dead from
the cold in the trains.

In order to save their little ones and
keep themselves warm, many of the
refugees are making wood tires in the
cars, and often the cars catch tire,
man> persons being burned to death.

PARIS HAS HALO
French Capital Far from Total Dnrk-

¦lesN. Despite KtlortN to ItcMrlct
IdKhtlng.

PAltlS, December IS..Paris is far
from being invisible from a distance at
night, in spite of the radical measures
that have been tak -n to restrict light¬
ing. Inhabitants of the suburbs as far
distant as fifteen miles say the night
glow over the capital is almost as dis¬
tinct as when all lights are going full
blast. ITnder normal conditions, the
glow over Paris may he seen from a
distance of thirty miles.
The measures adopted for darkening

the streets and diminishing the light
reflected from the interior of buildings
seems to accomplish little more than
to make the location of certain build¬
ings difficult.

It Wishes to Fulfill Its Duties
Toward All Other

Countries.

WILL MAINTAIN NEUTRALITY

People Generally Detest Germans
and Are in Fear of

Them.

[Special Cable to The Tiiiies-nisoatch. 1
LONDON'. December 18..The attitude

of no neutral country in Europe is
watched more attentively by all the
belligerent countries than that of Hol-
land, whose geogrn phieal position
makes it a factor of the greatest im-
portanee.

.The following impressions of a neu¬

tral newspaper writer who lias just,
arrived here, after an extensive trip
throughout the little kingdom, are
therefore of great interest, the more
so as he is the first to succeed setting
an interview with .'or* van tier l.inden,| the Dutch Prime Minister.

i STItlCTKST XKI TIIAI.m
is i'oi.k y of iioi.i.wn! ..Holland." the l'rlmc Minister said,

"has from the beginning of the war
I adopted a policy of the strictest neu-
| trality. and is to-day as determined as
j cvr to maintain this attitude. Unfor-
jtunately. our neutrality has not been
fully understood, or rather it has never
been understood at all in any of the
belligerent countries. Our neutrality is.
Indeed, very much different from that
of certain other European countries,
which, while they are neutral in a way,
still have hopes and ambitions which
they dream of realizing. Holland has

1 only one ambition.to be able to fulfill
! our duties towards all other countries
in the fullest possible measure."

"liut what about smuggling?" the
interviewer asked.

"I am well aware there are people
in Holland who are smuggling contra¬
band of war into Oermnny, but we arc
in no way responsible for their actions.
You must remember that the frontier
we have to guard is a very long one.
It is carefully guarded, but smugglers
always' find ways to sneak* their goods
through. The trafllc. however, is far
from being as important as Englandi and France believe. If the smugglers1 could matte use of the large steamers

I running up the Rhine, the matter would
j be serious, but as they arc absolutely
j unable to do so their operations are
limited lo sending small parcels of

j slight importance across the frontier
in various ways. In doing so they very
often risk their lives, for the precau-

j tions we have taken arc strict.
"To Holland the principle of neu-

trality is sacred. There is, however,
also the principle of the freedom of
commerce, and the Dutch people cannot

, give up their right to dispose of the
| products of their soil. Statistics re-
cently issued by the Department of
Agriculture show there is very little
difference between what we export to
Germany and what we export to Eng-
land."
"The first impression which strikesi one when arriving in the capital of

Holland," the writer continued, "Is that
the city swarms with Hermans, whom
\ ou meet everywhere. Spying is going
on so openly that at first you are sur-
prised the people do not protest against
the methods of the uninvited guests.
After a while, however, you realize that
the question of spying does not In¬
terest these people, who have only one
thought.to buy and sell. The Dutch
are certainly merchants, and one might

I feel tempted to say that there runs
smugglers' blood in their veins. ,
III Ti ll IN MOIITAL

FKAIt OF Til 15 CiKRSIANS
"The Dutch, besides, are in mortal

fear of the Germans, for from the
thousands of Helgian refugees they are

j sheltering, they know what the Ger¬
mans are capable of doing. Tho
funniest part is that the Germans are
no less afraid of the Dutch, and are

exceedingly careful not to rub them
the wrong way, so as to throw them
into the arms of the entente.

"No. most assuredly, the Germans are
anything but popular iti Holland. I

j have traveled all over the country, and
have found that at least eighty out of
every hundred of Queen Wlllielmlna's
subjects are heart and soul with Eng¬
land and France. In every village you
may find posters advertising Moffre's
r I gars.' with the portrait of the French
generalissimo on the cover of the box.
while you look in vain for boxes bear¬
ing the images of the Kaiser or Von
I lindenbiirg.
"Here in England you often hear

people express the opinion that the
Initcli army, oflicers as well as soldiers,
are admirers of tiie Germans. 1 have
found that the soldiers, without excep¬
tion. detest the Germans most heartily.
"The Dutch people, and especially tho

working classes, make no attempt
whatever to conceal their hatred of the
Hermans. I have spoken with street
car conductors, letter carriers and me-

1 fhanics of all kinds, and everywhere.
I have found thut the same opinion.
As for the farmers, who are selling
their cheese at very high prices to
whomsoever wants to buy it, I have
failed to find a single one who had a
good word to say for the Germans."

DESTROYER HALTS LINER
Fire* lllnnk Sliot ut the Snrntogn Wlieii

Steamer Dlsregnril* Signal
to Stop.

NEW YORK. December M--The de¬
stroyer Ericsson tired a blank shot at
the Ward liner Saratoga, outward-
bound for Havana, to-day when tho
steamer disregarded si signal to stop
from the destroyer. The Saratoga,
came. to. atul after a short wirelean com¬
munication the steamer was allowed to
proceed.


